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New England

On September 12, the Section held its
first dinner meeting of the 2000-01
season in association with the
Northeastern Section of the American
Chemical Society at Northeastern
University, Boston, MA. The featured
speaker of the evening was Dr. Daniel
Nocera of the chemistry department of
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) who spoke on
“Photosynthesis in a Beaker.” Dr.
Nocera’s group has focused on the use
of two electron mixed valence transi-
tion metal (dirodium) bipy’s (various
structures) as catalysts in the photo-
chemical splitting of HX into H2 and
X2 in homogeneous solution.

On October 10, the Section held its
annual general meeting at the Egan
Research Center, Northeastern
University, in Boston, MA. Dr.
Lawrence Kaufman of Pinnacle
Associates, an investment banking
consulting firm, spoke on “Options,
Stock Options, and Compensation for
Employees in New Businesses.” Dr.

LOCAL SECTION NEWS

The Gwendolyn B. Wood Award

A. P. Johnson (right),
treasurer of the New
England Local
Section, accepted the
Gwendolyn B. Wood
Local Section
Excellence Award
from ECS president
Carl Osburn.

Kaufman has advised a number of start-
ups and small businesses on compensa-
tion plans and packages and he
explained how stock options are a com-

plex topic and foreknowledge of char-
acteristics and conditions of redemp-
tion are numerous and constantly
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changing. Dr. Kaufman led his audi-
ence through the maze of compensa-
tion plans through options and
warned of the pitfalls of lack of prior
knowledge.

San Francisco ES&T

The Section held their September
meeting in Hayward, CA. The presen-
tation “Carbon and Electrochemistry”
was given by Dr. Kim Kinoshita of
Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory. Dr. Kinoshita discussed the
preparation, structure, properties, and
applications of different types of car-
bon, such as active carbon, carbon
black, glassy carbon and graphite. The
emphasis was on the application of
carbon as negative electrode material
for lithium ion cells. For this purpose,
the carbon must allow a solid-elec-
trolyte interface (SEI) layer to form on
the surface upon lithium intercalation
into carbon. The morphology of the
SEI is affected by the type of carbon
and conditions of the intercalation.
The amount of gas generated concomi-
tant with the formation of SEI is affect-
ed by the type of carbon and its impur-

ity content. A popular type of carbon
“MCMB” for lithium cells was
described in detail. Dr. Kinoshita fin-
ished his talk by giving some econom-
ic analysis of the world-wide market of
carbon for electrochemistry. ■

LOCAL
SECTION
SERVICES

The Society headquarters offers a
number of different services to
Local Sections upon request.
These include: blank award cer-
tificates for use at Local Section
fairs and contests, and past chair-
man pins for retiring Local
Section chairmen. Also available
are copies of the Council of Local
Sections Handbook, which
includes the Section Reporting
Guidelines and a Directory of
Officers for other Local Sections.
For more information, contact
Elizabeth Brennfleck at Society
headquarters, tel: 609.737.1902,
ext. 102.
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chairman listed above.
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