

BYLAWS OF THE


ORGANIC AND BIOLOGICAL ELECTROCHEMISTRY DIVISION


OF THE ELECTROCHEMICAL SOCIETY


ARTICLE I.

Name
Section 1.  This organization shall be known as the Organic and Biological Electrochemistry Division (hereinafter referred to as the "Division") of The Electrochemical Society (hereinafter referred to as the "Society").

Section 2.  The Division shall consist of those members of the Society who are interested in electrochemical reactions of organic compounds, bioelectrochemistry, and related areas.


ARTICLE II.


Purpose
Section 1.  The aim of the Division is to encourage education, training, research, and publication in the technical fields of particular interest to the members of the Division.  The Division is interested in the electrochemical reactions of organic compounds on the macro scale and on the micro scale, as in polarography or voltammetry.  It is interested in electrolytes both aqueous and nonaqueous, and reactions at electrodes whether by direct electron transfer or through the formation of an intermediate.  It is, further, interested in reactions carried out by voltage externally or internally impressed.  It is also interested in the general area of bioelectrochemistry, including the effects of electrical potentials on biological systems, the mechanisms of electrochemical processes in organisms, and the electrochemical behavior of materials of biological interest.  It desires, further, to cooperate with other divisions of the Society.

Section 2.  A further purpose of the Division is to enhance the professional standing and advancement of its members.


ARTICLE III.


Membership and Dues

Section 1.  The members of this Division shall be those members of the Society in good standing who register their desire to be members of the Division with the Society.  Only Active, Honorary, Life and Emeritus Members who have registered their desire for primary Division membership shall be eligible to vote.

Section 2.  Annual dues or changes thereto will be recommended by the Executive Committee of the Division and approved by the Society Board of Directors, and shall be collected by the Society during its membership renewal billing process.
Section 4.  All funds collected shall be dispensed only in accordance with Article VI, Section 3C of these Bylaws.
ARTICLE IV.


Officers and Executive Committee
Section 1.  The officers of the Division shall be a Chair, a Vice-Chair, and a Secretary-Treasurer.  The term of office shall be two years.  Officers shall be eligible for re-election with the exception that the Chair may not serve for two successive terms.

Section 2.  The governing body of the Division shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the elected officers, the immediate past chair, and the representative of the Division of the Membership Committee of the Society.

Section 3.  In the event that the office of the Chair becomes vacant during any particular term of office, the Vice-Chair shall succeed him for the remainder of the term.  The Chair, subject to the approval of the Executive Committee shall fill other vacancies by appointment.

Section 4.  The elected Vice-Chair and the elected Secretary (or Secretary-Treasurer if the offices are held by the same person) shall be considered eligible to serve as the alternate for the Chair in attending meetings of the Board of Directors of the Society from which the Chair is absent and in exercising at such meetings the rights, powers, and privileges of the absent Chair.  The Vice-Chair or Secretary (or Secretary-Treasurer) shall be designated as the alternate at any particular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Society by the Chair or, in the absence of such designation, by vote of the Executive Committee; written notice of this designation shall be provided to the Secretary of the Society prior to the meeting of the Board.

ARTICLE V

Nominations and Elections
Section 1.  The Chair of the Division shall appoint, at least six months prior to the Society Meeting at which the next election is to be held, a nominating committee of three members of the Division. This committee shall make nominations for the offices. The following rules shall apply:

(a) Each nominee shall be notified in advance of the responsibility of the office and the Nominating Committee shall receive from the nominee the assurance of his/her willingness to serve if elected.

(b) The Vice-Chair should be considered as a candidate to succeed the retiring chair, the Secretary-Treasurer a candidate to succeed a retiring Vice-Chair, but it is not mandatory that they be so nominated.

(c) The report of the Nominating Committee shall be communicated in writing to the officers of the Division and the Secretary of the Society and it shall be published, in a Society or Division publication that is distributed to all Division members prior to the election.

(d) Additional nominations for office may be made by petition signed by five (5) members of the Division.  The petition must be in the hands of the Chair of the Nominating Committee at least ten (10) days before the election with the assurance of the willingness of the nominee to serve if elected.
Section 2.  If through any circumstances the Chair of the Division fails to initiate the mechanism of nomination and election provided in Section 1, the Executive Committee of the Division shall instruct the Vice-Chair to do so.  In the event that no slate is proposed in the designated time, a slate of officers shall be proposed at the business meeting through petition signed by at least ten (10) members of the Division.


Section 3.  The officers, and any members at large, shall be elected by a favorable vote of a majority of those present at the business meeting of the Division on the occasion of the Spring Society meeting which falls in an odd-numbered year; or a favorable vote of the majority of those replying within two (2) months to a ballot sent to all members of the Division.  The term of office shall be two years or until their successors have been qualified, and their term of office shall begin at 8:00 A.M. Eastern USA Time on the day after the close of the Spring meeting at which the Division Business meeting is held.
ARTICLE VI.


Duties of the Officers
Section 1.  The Chair shall have the following duties:

(a) To preside at meetings of the Division and of its Executive Committee and to perform such other duties as are required by these Bylaws or by action of the Executive Committee or as may be appropriate to his office. 

(b) To represent the Division on the Board of Directors of the Society as provided in the Bylaws of the Society.

(c) Immediately after election, the Chair shall appoint and notify Society Headquarters of one representative to the Individual Membership Committee of the Society.  Such representative shall serve for a two-year term.

(d) He shall obtain the cooperation and approval of the Executive Committee of the names submitted in part (c).

(e) To appoint members of the nominating committee as described in Article V, Section 1.

(f) The Chair shall assume the duties and responsibilities specified in the rules for the Manuel M. Baizer Award.

Section 2.  The Vice-Chair shall normally assist the Chair in his duties and assume the duties of the Chair in his absence.  In such case he shall assume the title of Acting Chair.

Section 3.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall have the following duties:
(a) To keep an accurate record of all proceedings of the Division and its Executive Committee and to keep a list of the members of the Division.

(b) To maintain and have custody of the assets of the Division, which are audited at the conclusion of each fiscal year ending on December 31, by a public accountant approved by the Society Board of Directors.  Expenditures of funds by the Treasurer or Chair shall be with the approval of the Executive Committee.  (Note:  The Society carries a policy which provides bonding of the treasurers of all divisions and sections.)

(c) To present a report, including a current financial statement, to the members of the Division at the annual business meeting.  
(d) To present a report, including a current financial statement, to the members of the Division at the biennial business meeting.  Within one month after the end of the fiscal year he shall file a copy of this report with the Board of Directors of the Society by sending it to the Secretary of the Society.

(e) In the event of death, disability, or other inabilities of both the Chair and Vice-Chair to perform their duties, he shall perform same, and shall assume the title of Acting Chair.
ARTICLE VII.


Duties of the Executive Committee
Section 1.  The Executive Committee shall be the governing body of the Division and shall determine the policies within the framework of the Bylaws and Constitution of the Society.  No member of the Executive Committee may have more than one vote.  Changes in Divisional policy as well as changes in these Bylaws shall be presented to the membership for approval.

Section 2.  The Executive Committee may propose to the Division amendments or revisions of these Bylaws.

Section 3.  The Executive Committee shall, through the Division Chair, bring before the Board of Directors of the Society such recommendations on matters concerning the Society as may be proper for its consideration.
Section 4.  The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the Technical Sessions of the Division.  The Committee shall select subject matter appropriate for Division symposia.  Such Division symposia and technical programs are expected to be limited to the fields of interest of the Division as stated in Article I, Section 1.  However, the Division may undertake joint symposia with other divisions to cover a broader range of technical subjects than can be undertaken by a single division.  Whenever the subject matter chosen for a symposium includes the fields of interest of other divisions of the Society, it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee and the Program Chair to invite their counterparts in the other divisions to participate on an equitable basis in the planning and publicity for the operation of the Symposium.  The proposed subject selected for all meetings and symposia must be transmitted to the office of the Executive Secretary of the Society two years in advance of the proposed meeting or symposium.

Section 5.  The Executive Committee shall have jurisdiction over any special publication that the Division may sponsor, subject to approval as required by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society.

Section 6.  The Executive Committee, with the approval of the membership, shall have jurisdiction over the safekeeping, investment, and disposition of all funds or other property of the Division subject to the approval required by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society.

Section 7.  The Executive Committee, with the approval of the Board of Directors of the Society, may when invited by other scientific societies appoint liaison representatives.

Section 8.  The Executive Committee shall assume the duties and responsibilities specified in the rules for the Manuel M. Baizer Award.


ARTICLE VIII.


Meetings
Section 1.  The Division shall hold business meetings either annually or biennially.  At these meetings the Divisional officers or other members designated by the Executive Committee shall preside.

Section 2.  The Division shall hold technical sessions as determined by the Executive Committee.  The subject matter of the papers to be presented at these sessions shall be in accordance with Article VII, Section 4.

Section 3.  Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be called at the discretion of the Chair or by the request of at least three members of the Executive Committee. The Chair may elect to conduct by mail business properly coming before the Executive Committee.
ARTICLE IX.


Quorum
Section 1.  Ten members of the Division, present in person, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business at a business meeting of the Division.

Section 2.  Four members of the Executive Committee, present in person shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business at a meeting of the Executive Committee.


ARTICLE X.


Amendments
Section 1.  Amendments of these Bylaws may be proposed either by:

(a) a majority vote of a quorum of the Executive Committee.

(b) a written proposal signed by ten members of the Division.

Section 2.  Amendments to these Bylaws may be passed by: (a) favorable vote of two-thirds of those present at a Division business Meeting at which a quorum is present.  The text of the proposed amendment and a notice of the balloting must be published in a Society or Division publication that is distributed to all Division members prior to the meeting; (b) favorable vote of two-thirds of those replying with two (2) months to a ballot sent to all members of the Division.  Use of a ballot is at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
Section 3.  All changes in these Bylaws are subject to approval by the Board of Directors of the Society.

ARTICLE XII.


Dissolution
Section 1.  If the Organic and Biological Electrochemistry Division can no longer function advantageously as a unit of the Society, it may request the Board of Directors for permission to dissolve.  If such permission is granted, all funds which have been accumulated by the Organic and Biological Electrochemistry Division, including money in banking or other accounts and investments of all types shall be transferred to The Electrochemical Society, Inc.  If the Organic and Biological Electrochemistry Division has underwritten any continuing awards for which invested funds provide an adequate income, the Society shall undertake to continue such awards at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

Approved by the Board of Directors
May 13, 1982

Revisions approved by the Board of Directors
May 20, 1993

Revisions approved by the Board of Directors
October 10, 1996
Revisions approved by the Board of Directors
May 19, 2005
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