
Zeros and Crystal Balls
Well, folks, the much-heralded event, viz. the dawn
of the year 2000, is well and truly behind us. While
“Y 2 Chaos” and “Millennium Meltdown” did not
come to pass after all, this past New Year did seem
different somehow — a feeling that is reinforced
everytime I put down the date somewhere. Does it
have to do with all those zeroes, I wonder? Cer-
tainly the year 1999 (with all those nines) did not
create the same degree of excitement, did it? I recall
a similar feeling when the odometer in my old

clunker turned over 100,000 miles many years back! The importance of the
number “zero” was dinned into me by my erstwhile chemistry instructor
during my undergraduate days. He never failed to remind us about the not too-
subtle analytical significance between, say 1 and 1.0000!

As we slowly usher in the new millennium (a word all you readers must
surely be tired of hearing by now!), it was felt that this issue was one that could
be used as a springboard to look ahead at the science and technology world of
the next 100 years or so. Therefore, we dubbed it the “Crystal Ball Issue.” The
plans for this issue started taking shape during the Interface Advisory Board
meeting on a sunny Sunday afternoon in Honolulu, Hawaii, even as the waves
and the beach were beckoning us outside.

I should like to take this opportunity to thank each member of the IAB that
was present then for his or her enthusiastic input into the planning of this par-
ticular issue of the magazine. This project also would not have come to pass
without the tireless efforts of Mary Yess, our Managing Editor, who outdid even
her usual inimitable self this time around.

Finally, out of curiosity, I decided to surf the marvelous “Web” in search of
a bit of history on the crystal gazing ball. After much wading through listings
ranging from occult/psychic services and products to investment software pack-
ages and forecast aids coining the same term, I unearthed this little nugget:

“A crystal ball two and a half inches in diameter surmounts the Scottish
scepter. The use of such balls has been traced back to the Druids. They
were still known as ‘stones of power’ in Sir Walter Scott’s days.”

Dave Orban’s marvelous cover illustration does conjure up powerful images
of these objects. In closing, I sincerely hope that all you readers derive as much
fun from this particular issue of Interface as we ourselves did in putting it
together.

Krishnan Rajeshwar
Editor
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